TOWN OF ADDIS MINUTES
March 1, 2017 – Regular Meeting
 
The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council for the Town of Addis was held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1, 2017 at the Addis Municipal Building.  The Pledge to the Flag was led by Ms. Karen Younger.
ROLL CALL
Present:  Mayor Toups; Councilors Acosta; Cazes; LeBlanc; Parrish.
Absent:   Kelley 

MINUTES  
The minutes of the February 1, 2017 meeting were reviewed. A motion to recommend changes was made by Councilor Cazes; seconded by Councilor LeBlanc and adopted. The minutes were approved as corrected.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
There were no additions to the agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Pourrier addressed the Town Council regarding the drainage in his ditch. Mayor Toups reassured him that the Town is working on drainage issues throughout the Town on a daily basis and it’s a work in progress. 

CORRESPONDENCE
Safety Town: Mayor Toups informed the Council that Safety Town is scheduled for March 7th – 9th and March 13th – 16th at the Addis VFW Hall starting at 9:00am every day. He stated that media day is set for March 9th @ 9:00 am.

DOTD Open House: Mayor Toups informed the Council that DOTD will host an Open House for the Capital Region Long Range Transportation Plan on Tuesday, March 7th. The meeting will take place at the Addis Community Center from 4:30-7:30 pm. He stated that attending the Open House will allow you to view maps and displays of future scenarios for transportation improvements, visit the planning team, give your priorities in an easy online survey and help plan the growth and future of your parish.

Leaders Against Litter: Mayor Toups informed the Council that Leaders Against Litter 2017 will be held on Friday, March 10th. He went on to say that the participants from our area will meet at the Addis Community Center at 8:30 am. This is an annual statewide Keep Louisiana Beautiful event that showcases our community leaders and elected officials leading the way against litter. This initiative raises awareness about our leaders’ unified commitment to a litter-free Louisiana and encourages others to take pride in their communities by keeping them clean and litter-free.

REPORTS
Parish Council: Parish Councilman, Kirk Allain reported on the Sid Richardson Road project. He stated that the railroad permits came in and they will meet soon with Mr. David Wise, Plant Manager for Shintech regarding the servitude agreements. He also reported that construction on the NuBlu Entergy Plant in Port Allen will start soon. Mayor Toups reported that he met with WBR Parish President and Entergy to discuss the installation of street lights along Laws Road and Ed Lejeune. He said if you pass down Laws Road you will notice that the Parish has started clearing out trees and brush from the area where the lights are to be installed. 

Police Report:  The monthly police report, given by Chief Anderson, included 220 traffic citations issued; 19 misdemeanor arrests; 2 felony arrests; and 12 vehicle crashes worked. The Misdemeanor Arrests included 4 disturbances; 1 theft; 1 resisting an officer; 1 violation of protective order; 9 warrants; 3 traffic. The Felony Arrests included 1 child abuse; 1 theft. He reported that there were two minor incidents during the Addis Mardi Gras parade but they did not take place at the Railroad Park & Museum. 

Sewer Report:  The sewer report for the month of February was read by Mayor Toups and included 57 equipment failures, 41 jammed pumps, tank installation at Addis Baptist Church and 15 scada calls. He went on to inform the Council that an employee within the sewer department has turned in his 2 week notice and the Town will be in the process of looking to hire someone to replace him. 

Planning & Zoning Commission:
i. Karen Younger – Rezoning of Property: The Planning and Zoning Commission made a recommendation to the Town Council to approve Mrs. Youngers request for rezoning of property. Mrs. Karen Younger informed the Council that she is requesting lots 1-7 to be rezoned from Minor Subdivision to Agriculture (A-1). Also, requesting that the above mentioned property be rezoned from A-1 back to Minor Subdivision with the addition of Lots 8 and 9.  After further explanation of Mrs. Youngers’ request, Mayor David Toups opened a public hearing. The public hearing was then closed and turned over to the Town Council for discussion and action. Councilor LeBlanc asked if there is a maximum amount of lots allowed within a minor subdivision. Mayor Toups stated that a number was never set. After further discussion regarding the sewer and road access, a motion to approve the rezoning request and the preliminary plat as presented was made by Councilor Acosta; seconded by Councilor Parrish and adopted. A copy of the map is attached to and made a part of these minutes.

OPEN CONTAINER PERMIT – TOWN OF ADDIS – LIVE @ 5 ON THE WESTSIDE
A motion was made by Councilor Cazes; seconded by Councilor Parrish to approve the Open Container Permit request for the Live at 5 events to be held at the Town of Addis Railroad Park and Museum on April 28th, May 12th and May 26th.  The motion was adopted.

PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION ON INTRODUCED ORDINANCE 2017-3
DEQ LOAN – 2017 SERIES:  Town Attorney, Dana Larpenteur stated that the ordinance authorizes the issuance of Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) of Taxable Sewer Revenue Bonds and meets all of DEQ’s requirements for the loan. He informed everyone that the Bonds will mature in (20) installments of principal payments, which are to be paid annually on November 1, beginning on November 1, 2019, or the first November 1 following the completion date, whichever is earlier.   Mayor Toups added that the Town may not need to use the entire 3 million dollars, but the money will be available if needed. Mayor Toups then opened the Public Hearing. After hearing no questions or comments from the public, he closed the Public Hearing and turned the ordinance over to the council for their discussion and action. A motion was made by Councilor Acosta; seconded by Councilor Cazes to approve Ordinance 2017-3 as written, “An ordinance authorizing the issuance of Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) of Taxable Sewer Revenue Bonds, Series 2017, of the Town of Addis, State of Louisiana (the "Bonds"); prescribing the form, terms and conditions of said Bonds; designating the date, denomination and place of payment of the Bonds; providing for the payment thereof in principal and interest; providing for the sale of the Bonds to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality; and providing for other matters in connection therewith. “. The motion was adopted on the following roll call vote: Yeas: Acosta, Cazes, LeBlanc, Parrish; Nays: None; Absent: Kelley; Abstaining: None.   

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
No ordinances were introduced

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance: A motion to pay the bills found in order was made by Acosta; seconded by LeBlanc and adopted. Mayor Toups also reminded the Council that the Tier 3 Financial Reports are due by May 15th. He informed the Council that the Town received a check from FEMA in the amount of $54,367 for expenses the Town incurred during Hurricane Gustav in 2008. He reported that the Town also received two checks for the flooding event that occurred in August of 2016. One check was in the amount of $13,756 for manpower used during the event and the other was in the amount of $74,249 for road damage from the flood. Mayor Toups stated that the money has been added to the Town’s budget and he hopes to use the money for additional road projects within the Town.  

Police: Police Chief, Ricky Anderson informed the Council that he has ordered two new police vehicles that were in the budget for this year. 

Personnel: Mayor Toups stated that the Town’s Health Insurance renews in May and we have received the 2017 proposal with a 13% increase. He said the Town always budgets 15%, so even with the large increase, the Town is still under budget. A motion to accept the new rates and continue the health insurance coverage for town employees was made by Councilor Acosta, seconded by Councilor Parrish and adopted. 

Mayor Toups then informed the Council that Mrs. Simpson reached out to Nicole with the West Baton Rouge Parish Advisory Board and was informed that the Board meets once every three months and either a council member or the Mayor can serve on the Board. A motion to recommend Mayor David Toups to serve on the West Baton Rouge Advisory Board was made by Councilor Acosta, seconded by Councilor Cazes and adopted. 

Sewer: Mayor Toups reported again that the Town will be looking to hire a replacement that is qualified to run the sewer plant.

Drainage: Councilor Acosta requested an update on the culvert program.  Mayor Toups reported that many people have shown interest in the program and have completed the applications. He said it is a work in progress, but working around the weather and with limited man power, the Town is not making as much progress and he would like to see.  He said there have been a few applicants who have chosen to opt out of the program and just pay full price to have their culverts installed due to time. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Buildings: Councilor Cazes asked for a report on the roof. Mayor Toups stated that the Town is still looking for someone to come out and give a quote on repairs. 

Streets and Roads: Councilor Parrish asked for an update on Main Street. Mayor Toups stated that the Town is still working with the state. He said they will not go out for bids for the job until at least the end of 2018. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS
An Executive Session was not held.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
No other business was discussed.

ADJOURN
Meeting was adjourned on a motion made by Councilor Parrish; seconded by Councilor LeBlanc and adopted.



 /s/  Jade V. Simpson    								/s/  David H. Toups     
       Town Clerk									          Mayor	

								 
  
